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the giants, where he told of the fate which had
befallen that monarch's army at the hands of the
mighty Rama. As he spoke the giantess also came
to tell of the wrong she had suffered at the hands of
Lakshmana, and the terrible Ravana swore to take
the most dire vengeance upon the three wanderers,
and that without loss of time.

Now when Ravana had come to this decision,
he rested upon it for a while and did not appear to
be exceedingly eager to place himself in the way of
the two brave brothers ; but his sister, who had
lost her nose, told him that the best possible way of
revenging himself upon Rama was to carry off his
beautiful and devoted wife. The king of the giants
thereupon roused himself and began to think the
matter out; and when he did begin with a plot he
was an adept at making it successful.

He called to him a Rakshasa named Maricha,
and by his magic power transformed him into a
beautiful golden deer which had its sides spotted
with silver and horns set with jewels. He then told
the animal to present itself before Sita, who, when
she saw it, was filled with wondering admiration and
begged Rama to go after it and capture it.

Rama consented to do so, but stipulated that his
brother was to remain in charge of Sita and on no
account to allow her to go out of his sight. After a
short chase he shot the deer in the breast and with
its last breath it called out in a plaintive voice, " Ah,
Sita ! Ah, Lakshmana! " cleverly reproducing the
tones of Rama himself. The words reached the ears